
All Events in

Reese Phifer Hall
College of Communication 
and Information Sciences

University Boulevard 
at Colonial Drive

Parking free in Bryant-Denny Stadium Lot
Follow �Welcome ASPA� Signs

on University Boulevard

Friday, February 29

Check-in—5 p.m.
Reese Phifer Rotunda

Camcorder shoot & News/sportscast
Onsite Competition

Instructions at 5:30 in 216
Requires advance registration

Terri Brewer, coordinator

Opening—6 p.m.
Reese Phifer 216

Rick Bragg
�Writing in Color�

Gymnastics Meet
7:30 p.m.

Alabama v University of Florida
Coleman Coliseum

Passes available
at the 6  p.m. opening in Reese Phifer 216

Saturday, March 1
8 a.m.	 Reese Phifer Rotunda 	
	 Drinks & Donuts

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Adviser Hospitality                            347
Staff Critiques/Adviser Help    325                 

George Daniels and Jo Ann Hagood

Session I

8:30-9:20
Beginning Broadcast

Final Cut Pro Lab     Hands-on training 
using the Apple video editing program Final 
Cut Pro. Cut and edit video, produce a short 
video piece. Bring your own headphones. 
Sign up at registration for a slot. 	
Aaron Greer                                            Phifer 130

Beginning and Advanced Broadcast

Television News Photography     
Experience the day-to-day television news 
photography through the eyes of television 
photographer. Video samples  and tips.
 Brian Wallace                                        Phifer 216	

Beginning/Intermediate Newspaper
Literary Magazine 

Feature Writing    Attention-grabbing 
leads and compelling copy.
Susan Newell                                         Phifer 345
	                      
Intermediate/Advanced Newspaper
Literary Magazine 

Interviewing   Hush up and listen! Great 
stories begin with asking the right questions 
and then listening and asking some more. 
Sandy Woodcock                                 Phifer 222 	



Beginning/Intermediate Yearbook

Copy Writing     Every year your yearbooks 
cover the same topics, but that is no excuse 
for telling the same stories. Don�t settle for 
the same; �nd the fantastic!     
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327

8:30-10:20 (2-hour sessions)

Intermediate/Advanced Yearbook

What�s Hot and What�s Not      In the 
end, yearbooks must promote all students. 
Approaches to story telling that win over 
even the most nonchalant reader. 
Bruce Watterson                                  Phifer 226 

General Audience

Podcasting   Podcasts consist of audio 
and video material that is distributed online 
for use on iPods and other media players. In 
this hands-on session, you�ll prepare your 
own podcast.  Sign up at registration. Limited 
seating. 
 Jeremy Butler                                       Phifer 296

8:30-11:20 (3-hour sessions)

Advisers

Desktop Design Lab    Group and 
individual attention provided for advisers at 
their level of learning. Sign up at registration 
for a slot. Limited to 20. 
Susy Daria                                                Phifer 332

Literary Magazine & Yearbook

Desktop Design Lab  Indesign, 
Photoshop & Adobe for publicaations. Sign 
up at registration for a slot.  Limited to 22. 
Mike Little                                                Phifer 334

Newspaper & Newsmagazine

Desktop Design Lab    This session will 
cover the principles of newspaper design, the 
effective packaging of news information and 
visuals, and the use of Adobe InDesign and 
Adobe Photoshop. Sign up at registration for 
a slot. Limited to 20. 
Wilson Lowrey                                      Phifer 338

Session II
9:30-10:20
Beginning Broadcast

Final Cut Pro   Please see description at 
8:30 session.  
Aaron Greer                                            Phifer 130

Broadcast

Television Crime Reporting       Learn 
how Crimestoppers af�rms the public�s role 
in helping authorities take suspects off the 
streets.
Jeremy King                                           Phifer 216

Newspaper & Yearbook 

Sports  Writing     Develop strong story 
ideas, interview the right people, ask the right 
questions. writing compelling copy. 
David Wasson                                        Phifer 345

Newspaper

Feature Writing   Think outside the 
box and draw the readers in. From carbs to 
creatures, feature examples that resonate 
with readers.
Sandy Woodcock                                 Phifer 222

Beginning/Intermediate Yearbook 

Finding Stories     How do the few people 
on your staff represent the entire enrollment? 
Commit to tell their stories, not yours.
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327



General Audience

Public Relations You can create buzz with 
your audience, improve relations with school 
administrators, get more advertisers and win 
over the community with good PR.
Dan Meissner                                        Phifer 343

Session III

10:30-11:20
Beginning Broadcast

Final Cut Pro      Please see description at 
8:30 session. 
Aaron Greer                                            Phifer 130

Broadcast

Broadcast News Writing   This session 
will address some of broadcasting�s basics: 
using active voice, writing short sentences 
and building a story. 
Butler Cain                                               Phifer 216

Broadcast Advisers

Solving Your Money Problems The 
gear in our courses costs a lot of money! 
Harris started his program with $16,000 in 
equipment and expanded it to over $2.5 

million. 
Phil Harris                                                Phifer 346
			 
Beginning/Intermediate Newspaper 

Writing Entertainment Reviews     �I 
Like It. I Like it Not.�  Your newspaper�s critic 
can review a wide range of entertainment. 
How do you judge quality and write about it? 

 Erin Coggins                                          Phifer 323 

Intermediate/Advanced Newspaper

Packaging   Attention, Attention! Packaged 
stories draw readers. 
Sandy Woodcock                                 Phifer 222
  
Beginning/Intermediate Yearbook

Design Basics    Basic terminology and �ve 
simple, but essential, steps for designing a 
fundamentally sound yearbook spread every 
time.   
Jay Elmore                                               Phifer 345

Yearbook, Newspaper & Magazine

Typography     Bruce�s personal 
typography jihad. No more ugly type. A 
shortcourse in type selection . . . from fonts 
that work best to sizes that ensure readability. 
Bruce Watterson                                   Phifer 226

Photography                                                                                                                        

Photo Composition   Improve your 
composition. It�s easy to do with just a few 
simple rules that will get you on the way to 
more engaging and understandable images. 
Dan Meissner                                         Phifer 343	
				  
Advisers

Yearbooks ARE Journalism     
Yearbookers are really journalists. Here�s how 
to persuade them they are writing real stories 
about their world and the world around 
them. 
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327

General Audience

Online Journalism   Blogs, YouTube and 
all That Spam. What is the legal liability for 
web sites and the public for violations of 
copyright, defamation and privacy law.  
J. Banks Sewell III                                 Phifer 344



Session IV

11:30-12:15

Advanced Broadcast

Final Cut Pro      Designed for the video 
student already experienced with Final Cut 
Pro. Learn more about creating titles, using 
transitions, sound manipulation and other 
editing applications. Students should provide 
their own headphones. Sign up at registration 
for a slot. Limited to 11 students.	
Ben Henson                                            Phifer 130

Broadcast

Broadcast Delivery   This session will 
provide some time-tested delivery tips, as 
well as strategies to avoid some common 
pitfalls.	
Butler Cain                                               Phifer 216	
			 
Broadcast Advisers

Movin� On Up     You�ve started your 
broadcast program. Do you have questions 
about production operations or studio 
layout,equipment purchase, quantities of 
gear and in what order you should purchase? 
What is top priority and what is luxury? 
Phil Harris                                                Phifer 346

Beginning/Intermediate Newspaper	

ASFs: Alternate Story Forms  Better 
ways to tell the story. Don�t drown your 
readers in dull copy, show the story visually. 
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327

Beginning/Intermediate Yearbook Advisers

Surviving   Keeping your head above water.	
Laura Rankhorn, Gina Riffer          Phifer 323

General Audience

A Media Law Primer    Student journalists 
need to know something about the legal 
landscape they face in their work.  Libel, 
invasion of privacy, and copyright law. 
Matt Bunker                                            Phifer 343

Beginning/Intermediate Yearbook

Captions and Headlines Made Easy 
Learn to write headlines and subheadings 
that make your reader want to know more . 
. . and captions that tell the rest of the story.  
Donna Jordan                                        Phifer 345

Intermediate/Advanced Yearbook
Literary Magazine

Interviewing       A penny for your 
thoughts: Tips on interviewing that result in 
more than YES or NO answers. One reporter�s 
approach to anecdotal information. 
Bruce Watterson                                   Phifer 226

General Audience

Ad Sales It�s about the money.  Get tips and 
techniquest to pump up your ad sales.
Sandy Woodcock                                 Phifer 222

General Audience

Online Writing    Learn how to write 
headlines, subheads, captions, and teasers 
that make your student publication come 
alive online!	
Jennifer Greer                                        Phifer 344

Please proceed immediately to 
Rotunda to pick up box lunch:

Turkey  or Ham or Veggie Wrap, 
trimmings and canned soda.



12:30 Box Lunch
Rotunda

Dining is picnic-style
Phifer Rotunda, Verandas
Front Colonade & Steps

Don�t be late for Keynote & Awards!

1:00 Awards Ceremony
Phifer 216

Welcome: Marie Parsons
Jennifer Greer, Journalism Chair

Loy Singleton, CCIS Dean
Felicia Mason, APA Director

Keynote: John Stevenson

Presentations
J.B. Stevenson Scholarship Award

Journalist of the Year
Adviser of the Year

Administrator of the Year

Session V

2:00-2:50
Onsite Write-off Students entered in 
on-site competition report to computer lab 
to write.  For News/feature, Editorials, Sports 
writing and Yearbook copy and captions.

Brad Fisher                                              Phifer 338

Advanced Broadcast

Final Cut Pro      Please see description at 
11:30 session.   
Ben Henson                                           Phifer 130

Broadcast

Tips & Tricks    This primetime session is 
ALL good stuff. Quick and easy production 
tricks to improve your show and impress your 
audience.   
Phil Harris                                                Phifer 216
 
Beginning/Intermediate Newspaper

Interviewing   Interviewing is not an 
�us against them� �ght. It�s a conversation 
between two people who are on the same 
side.  
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327
 	
Advisers

Helps on the way!   Panel of experts 
talk about how to manage the chaos of 
the classroom, access free expert help for 
your publication, connect with your local 
newspaper editor, �nd a mentor,  etc. 
Felicia Mason, moderator                Phifer 222
Tommy McGraw, Sandy Woodcock, Jo Ann 
Hagood, George Daniels

Yearbook

Marketing 101    How to sell yearbooks 
and establish a yearbook budget.	
Bruce Sandlin, Cookie Cooke         Phifer 345

Yearbook and Literary Magazine
Editors & Advisers

Editing & Advising     Encourage, reward 
and recognize good staff performance . . . tips 
on editing and advising student publications. 
Bruce Watterson                                   Phifer 226



2:00-3:50 (2-hour session)
General Audience
Beginners/Intermediate

Web Design Lab  Hands-on web design 
in a nutshell. Simple steps you need to 
know about website design, search engines, 
navigation links, and how to improve 
organization through Cascading Spread 
Sheets 
Terry Siggers                                          Phifer 341

Session VI

3:00-3:50
Advanced Broadcast

Final Cut Pro for Advanced  Please see 
description at 11:30 session.	
Ben Henson                                            Phifer 130

Broadcast

Music and Copyrights     To Use or Not 
to use? Lots of people want to use music to 
spice up their shows. Learn about educational 
free use, music licenses and transformative 
use. 
Phil Harris                                                Phifer 216
Literary Magazine

Writing for the Literary Magazine 
TBA                                                              Phifer 343
	
Beginning/Intermediate Newspaper	

Finding Story Ideas     Your news cycle is 
24 days not 24 hours. So, how do you decide 
what stories to tell? Learn to �feature� the 
world. 
Carrie Faust                                             Phifer 327

Intermediate/Advanced Newspaper

Editorials Make the collective voice of your 
newspaper not just seen, but heard�from 
bad school lunches to the war in Iraq. 
Meredith Cummings                    Phifer in 344

Yearbook

Creativity & Content     Since the 
beginning of yearbooking, it�s creativity and 
content that count.  A look at the national 
award-winning books in 2007-08. 
Bruce Watterson                                   Phifer 226
		
Advisers

ASPAA Roundtable 
Erin Coggins                                           Phifer 222	
		

Closing Awards�4:00

Individual Awards

Write-Off Winners

Door Prizes

ASPAA Announcements
Erin Coggins



Thank You to everyone who contributed 
to making the 2008 convention a success... 
...to name a few. . .  Jane Henry and Carolyn Stern, Alabama 

Media Women; Bethany Carr and Felicia Mason, Alabama Press Association; 

John Stevenson, The Randolph Leader;  Cindy Crawford, Birmingham 

Business Journal; Monica Hill, North Carolina Scholastic Press Association; 

Bernie Ankney, Samford University journalism chair; Steve & Patrice Stewart, 

Decatur Daily; Terry Siggers and Paul Wright,  UA Of�ce of Student Media; 

Amanda Al-Betarr, UA College of Continuing Studies; Adam Sapp and Renee 

Ballard, University Printing; Ann Bourne, Shelby Chandler, John Chisholm, 

Melanie Danner, Sheila Davis, Greg Goldstein, Robin Horton, Jim 

Oakley, Sammie Schlichter and Deidre Stalnaker, CCIS Dean�s Of�ce; Alan 

Dennis, Teri Henley and Tracy Sims, CCIS Department of Advertising and 

Public Relations; Anita Abernathy and Beth Bennettt, CCIS Department of 

Communication Studies; Diane Shaddix, CCIS Graduate Program; Don Brown 

and Brad Fisher,  UA journalism adjunct instructors;  Cecilia Hammond, CCIS 

Department of Journalism;  Lucas Niiler, UA English department; Terri Brewer, 

WVUA; Rita Martin, Rob Woodruff, Hollie Huey and Danny Davidson,  UA 

Department of Interscholastic Athletics; Trey Moon, Sydney Prather, Morgan 

Welch, Julie Pyatt, Whitney Walker, Katie Dageforde, Danielle Blevins, UA 

student volunteers; Morgan Welch, Julie  Pyatt, Katir Dageforde, Danielle 

Blevins, Student Association for Communication Arts.

Alabama Scholastic Press Advisers Association Of�cers

Erin Coggins, President
Susan Caraway   Brandy Vermillion   Jennifer Bailey   Mark Raines

ASPA planning committee



SPEAKERS

Rick Bragg, UA writing professor, 
Pulitzer Prize winning reporter, author

Matthew D. Bunker, UA professor of 
journalism and media law

Jeremy Butler, UA professor of 
telecommunication and �lm

Butler Cain, news director for 
Alabama Public Radio

Erin Coggins,  journalism adviser, 
ASPA president

Meredith Cummings, Tuscaloosa 
News editorial writer, columnist, teen-
page editor
 
George Daniels, UA assistant 
professor of journalism 

Susy Daria, UA instructor in 
advertising and public relations

Jay Elmore, Taylor Publishing Co.

Carrie Faust, award-winning 
journalism adviser in Aurora, Colo.

Aaron Greer, UA assistant professor 
of telecommunication and �lm

Jennifer Greer, UA professor of 
journalism and department chair

Phil Harris, veteran broadcast teacher 
in Northern Virginia, speaker and 
author

Ben Henson, producer/director, 
Center for Public Television

Donna Jordan, Buckhorn High 
School yearbook adviser

Bill Keller, UA senior lecturer in 
journalism

Jeremy King, ABC 33/40 
reporter, manager of the station�s 
Crimestoppers
 

Mike Little, UA instructor in 
advertising and public relations

Wilson Lowrey, UA assistant 
professor in journalism 

Susan Newell, Northridge journalism 
adviser and ASPA of�cer.

J. Banks Sewell III, Birmingham, a 
well-known litigator and expert in 
First Amendment

Tommy McGraw, Sumter County 



Record-Journal publisher and editor

Felicia Mason, Alabama Press 
Association executive director

Dan Meissner, UA adjunct instructor 
in journalism

Laura Rankhorn, Walsworth

Bruce Sandlin, Herff Jones Yearbooks

Terry Siggers, UA coordinator of 
digital and broadcast media

Brian Wallace, television 
photographer for Birmingham�s ABC 
af�liate, ABC 33/40

David Wasson, Tuscaloosa News 
sports editor

Bruce Watterson,  nationally known 
lecturer in publication planning and 
design

Sandy Woodcock, foundation 
director, Newspaper Association of 
America Foundation, former adviser

Alabama
Scholastic

Press
Association

Marie Parsons
Interim Director

Brittany Lovette
Graduate Assistant

Jessie Gable
Undergraduate Assistant

The University
of Alabama

Jennifer Greer, Chair
Department of Journalism

Loy Singleton, Dean
College of Communication
and Information Sciences

Box 870172
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0172

aspa@ua.edu
(205)348-2772

www.aspa.ua.edu



ASPA thanks

Herff Jones Yearbooks
Bruce Sandlin--Cookie Cook--Daniel Thompson--Michael Koch--Chris Koch

Jennifer Assell--Bess Oswalt--Jim Owen--Jimmy Owen--Brent Owen

Student Hospitality

J&S Printing 
Sharon Ezell

Printing of Program

Jostens Printing
Keith Lail--Clyde E. Yelverton Jr.--Payton Zeigler--Chris Creswell 

David Zeigler--Paulette Zeigler--Payton Zeigler--Glenna Drinkard--Tyler Melton            

Production of Trophies and Awards

Taylor Publishing Company
Mike Dunn--Jay Elmore--Jimmy Elmore

Chris Nail--Jim Robbins--Joe Robbins

Adviser Hospitality

Walsworth 
Laura Rankhorn--Gina Riffer

Adviser Lunches




